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A Message from the Pastor                                                                             

Chimes 
First Presbyterian Church 

211 Garfield Ave, Box 226 

London, OH 43140 

Dear Church Family, 

As the new year is beginning, my mind has been on New Year’s resolutions.  I 
must not be very committed to my yearly secular resolutions because each year 
for the past decade I have resolved to lose weight.  Because my weight seems to 
be higher every year, I must be failing miserably.  Even so, I plan to make the 
same resolution again this year.  Hopefully, I will break my normal pattern in-
stead of continuing with the same plan as always and expecting different results. 

Yet, the resolutions that I never break are my resolutions to Jesus Christ.  Near 
the end of 2019, most of you turned in Time and Talent Sheets, where you made 
a resolution to attend worship regularly, do at least one activity that helps you 
grow in faith, and do at least one activity that involves serving others.  How are 
you doing with that? 

Because I take my commitments to Christ much more seriously than my commit-
ments to myself, I am doing pretty well on those.  Obviously, my worship attend-
ance is rather good.  I read the Bible daily, so I am growing in faith.  In addition to 
my job, which is all about serving others, I am committed to serving as the presi-
dent of the board of trustees for a local food pantry (in all that spare time that I 
do not have).  Still, following Christ is about making time for God.  So, I am doing 
pretty well with my commitments to God.  How about you? 

As 2020 begins and the church’s committees get to work with their new and con-
tinuing chairs, I will be letting them know what areas each of you expressed in-
terest in.  Please be in prayer between now and when you are contacted by com-
mittee members about making time for God by serving on a committee of the 
church.  One of the strong points about Presbyterianism is that the pastor and 
the elders run the church together.  This means that no one person is in control 
and that we need help from all of the members of the church to make our  



church a true testament to the kingdom of God in our community.  We each have 
a call, and we are called to use our gifts together for the common good.  Where is 
God calling you? 

As you select your secular New Year’s resolutions, also select your resolutions to 
Christ.  I pray God makes your call clear to each of you because we are the church 
together. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Désirée 

 

 

Thank You  
I really appreciate the wonderful celebration that this congregation put together 
for my installation as your pastor. Thank you, everyone who participated in the 
service, planned the reception, baked desserts, and set up and cleaned up the 
reception. I am very blessed to be a part of First Presbyterian Church of London.  

A New Prayer Mission 
 
The Mission Committee has decided to start a new prayer ministry with the Re-
formed National Church of the Sahel.  This is a Reformed denomination that is in 
its beginning stages in the Sahel region of Africa.  The denomination currently has 
churches in the Gambia, Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, and Sierra Leone.  
They are looking to plant churches in Liberia in 2020.  You can learn more about 
the Reformed National Church of the Sahel on their website (http://rncsa.org/) and 
on their Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Reformed-National-Church-
of-the-sahel-2451800811527468/). 

 
You might be wondering why our Mission Committee decided to start a prayer 
ministry with this denomination.  Rev. Dr. Abou Camara, the General Overseer of 
the denomination, came to visit our church in September (see the photo of his vis-
it).  Pastor Abou and Pastor Désirée became friends when she was assigned to 
work with him in his process of learning how to form a denomination in the 
spring of 2018.  Pastor Abou, who was ordained in the Korean Presbyterian 
Church, sought help from PC(USA) on how to start a denomination because he 
liked that the PC(USA) ordains women.  He had been planting churches in the Sa-
hel region for twenty years, and his church leaders decided that it was time to 
form a denomination.  Through the contacts he made with the Presbyterian Mis-
sion Agency when he visited in 2018, Pastor Abou and his leadership have begun 
the process of creating the Reformed National Church of the Sahel.  They have 
been very successful in planting churches in the Muslim region of Africa.  Pastor 
Abou is the son of a Muslim imam, and he and most of his church members were 
disowned by their families as they converted to Christianity. 
 
Every month, we will 
give you updates and 
areas to pray for.  This 
month, we are asking 
our members to pray for 
the Reformed National 
Church of Sahel and 
their leadership as they 
continue to plant 
churches in their region. 

http://rncsa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Reformed-National-Church-of-the-sahel-2451800811527468/
https://www.facebook.com/Reformed-National-Church-of-the-sahel-2451800811527468/


Stewardship Committee Update: 
 

Per Capita  
 

The Stewardship Commission is requesting that every member pay their Per  
Capita, which is $37.75 per member. You can do so by marking Per Capita on your 
checks or giving envelopes. Per Capita is kind of like membership dues for the 
church; it is part of what it means to be Presbyterian. The Stated Clerk of the PC
(USA) said the following about Per Capita: “Per Capita connects Presbyterian  
church. As the primary source of funding for the Office of the General Assembly 
(OGA), it is how Presbyterians mutually and equitably share the costs of moving 
the church forward in the 21st century. “Per Capita giving makes it possible for:  
 
• Presbyterians to discern and live out God’s call in their lives  
• Churches to connect with individuals seeking a call to ministry  
• OGA to staff and support General Assembly committees and commissions  
• OGA to manage and coordinate General Assembly gatherings  
• Presbytery and synod leaders to gather for training and discernment  
• OGA to provide counsel and support for churches in crisis (misconduct, legal   
    matters)  
• Presbyteries to address matters of inclusion, participation and representation at  
    all levels of church leadership and decision making  
• The denomination to build connections with ecumenical partners around the   
   world  
• Presbyteries and pastors to receive support on immigration issues  
• Presbyterian history to be saved and utilized by future generations “All  
   Presbyterians are called to take part in the whole church’s ecclesiastical and  
   administrative work through per capita giving.”  
 
 
 
 

Life Line Screening 
A leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will offer their 

affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at First Presbyterian Church of 
London on 2/12/2020. Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health 
problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal 

aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the 
legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart 
beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and 

women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which 
includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member 

discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

SISTERS IN THE LORD:  You are invited to fellowship with our local chapter of 
Sisters In The Lord, the 2nd Saturday of every month from 1:00-3:00 PM in the 
club house dining room at The Madison House, 351 Keny Blvd., London.  We 
are an ecumenical group of women of all ages who come together to praise 
God through prayer, praise, singing, witness, and fellowship around a potluck 
meal.  For more information or a ride call Joyce Lloyd at 740-852-4229. 

Due to the number of leftover donation envelopes from 2019, we cut back on 
our envelopes for 2020 since many of you are utilizing automatic bill pay 
through your banks to send in your donations.  The cost of the envelopes per 
box is $3.73.  There are still a limited number available, however, if the de-
mand exceeds current supply,  additional envelopes will be ordered.   



Worship Committee Update: 
 

Worship Service  
 

The Worship Committee has decided to add back some parts of the worship  
service that have disappeared over the past few years. On the Sundays when we 
will not be celebrating communion, the service will include a second choir  
anthem and an affirmation of faith. The choir will also resume teaching the  
congregation new hymns. In addition, by popular demand, we are reinstating the  
congregational response that we used during the stewardship season—“We Are 
the Church”. The Worship Committee always welcomes feedback from the  
congregation on the worship service.  
 
 

Session Suggestion Box 
We want to hear from you!  If you have any questions, concerns, comments, or 

joys that you wish to share with the session, please use our session suggestion 

box which is located in the narthex (look for the orange box).  Please add your 

name because we will get back to you.  We will not look at anything in the box 

without a name. 

NEW CHURCH WEBSITE 

Coming very soon, details to follow on the bulletin insert and on facebook 

Sufficient Grace Collections 

January:  Microwavable Soup Bowls—February: Granola Bars 
March:  Little Debbie Oatmeal Cream Pies 

Thank You Installation Dinner Helpers 
The fellowship committee of the board of deacons wants to thank each and every one 
of the MANY people who helped make Desiree’s installation dinner on December 15th 
such a beautiful and delicious success. Young and old helped to decorate the Fellow-
ship Hall and also to clean it up so quickly following the dinner. Special thanks to  
Cappy’s Pizza for catering the spaghetti dinner and easing the work load for us. The 
congregation came through with an impressive variety of desserts! We were able to 
send church members and guests home with warm feelings of fellowship in celebration 
of the installation of Desiree as our 17th pastor as well as containers of leftovers. 
Speaking of leftovers, we froze some extra desserts and leftover Cappy’s spaghetti so 
you can feast on it when we share another meal together on January 26 for 
the  potluck prior to the annual congregational meeting.  
            Thanking God for our Congregation, Joyce Lloyd 

 

 

 

  January Anniversaries 

James & Melissa Canney—1/1/2000       Rod & Ginger Kronk—1/11/1994 
Chuck & Jennifer DuVall—1/14/1995      Robert & Dolores Fischer—1/29/1955 

 

 

January Birthdays 

 

 

 

Jim Canney 1/18 
Amaya Siddiqi 1/19 
Chris Blaho 1/23 
Jamie Schrock 1/27 
Sylvia Blayney 1/29 
Steve Watters 1/30 
Jacob Niciole 1/31 
Peggy Link 1/31 

Kyle Kilgore 1/1 
Laura Neely 1/3 
Janis Hamrick 1/4 
Ellie Geib 1/7 
Sue Miller 1/10 
Mark Johnson 1/14 
David Hume 1/16 
Chelsea Gorman 1/17 
Kristen Trimble 1/18 

If any corrections need to be made in the anniversary and birthday dates, please contact Linda in the 

office or email londonfirstpres@gmail.com.  We are working very diligently to get our list as updated as 

possible and greatly appreciate your patience and willingness to assist. 


