
Today i s an anc ient ,  ho l y  day in the Chr ist ian year .  I t  marks the beg inn ing of 
Lent—a t ime of pen i tence ,  d i sc ip l ine ,  and renewa l .  In  the  Ash Wednesday  serv ice 

we are reminded of our morta l i ty ,  we confess our s ins ,  and we exper ience for-
g iveness through Chr ist ’ s death and resurrect ion .  The impos i t ion of  ashes i s a  

centra l  part of the serv ice .  Dur ing th is t ime ,  you are inv i ted to come forward to 
rece ive the  ashes on your forehead in the shape of a cross .  

 
I n  Scr ipture ,  ashes serve both as a symbo l of morta l i ty  and as a s ign of mourn ing 
and repentance .  But ne i ther s in nor death are the f ina l  word in the Chr ist ian l i fe .  

We leave the serv ice in conf idence and grat i tude : Chr ist has conquered death ,  and 
noth ing can separate us from the love of God ,  wh ich i s Chr ist Jesus ,  our Lord .  



 

Ash Wednesday                                                      February 26, 2020 

The asterisk (*) indicates to please rise in body or spirit. 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome 

Prelude    

     “Lenten Prelude”                                              arr. Charles Callahan, 2015 

   Silent Prayer of Preparation 

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy, you breathed into dust the breath of 
life, creating us to serve you and our neighbors.  Call forth our prayers and 
acts of tenderness, and strengthen us to face our mortality, that we may reach 
with confidence for your mercy.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  
Amen. 

*Call to Worship    

Leader:  We are called by a gracious and merciful God to this season of Lent.  
People:  We rejoice at the invitation and approach God in reverence and   
                 wonder. 
Leader:    We gather to examine ourselves and confess how we have turned            
                 away from God.                  
People:  We ask for new and honest hearts and for God’s healing power   
                 of forgiveness. 
Leader:    We come to revive our spirits in prayer and fasting and giving. 
People:  We seek the One who grants us life and whose love is everlasting. 
 

*Hymn                     “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”                                     #729 

The Confession of Sin and Assurance of Pardon 
 

*Call to Confession   
 



People:  We will take this journey with Christ and share his grace and     

               mercy with others. 

Leader:  Go forth into the world in the strength of God’s mercy to live and   

               serve in newness of life. 

People:  We are sent in Christ’s name.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

*Charge and Blessing 

*Postlude                         “Pavane”                       arr. James Kimball, 1991 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Désirée M. Youngblood 

Organist:  Carol Welk 

Music Director:  Thomas Lloyd 

Liturgist:  Joyce Lloyd 

Greeters:  Emmett Schrock, Jamie Schrock, Reese Schrock 

Communion Servers:    Emmett Schrock, Ruthanne Johnson, Gordon    

                                         Johnson, Gina Wells, Emmett Schrock Sr. 

Acolytes:   Reese Schrock 

Crucifer:  Lauren Har t 

*Prayer of Confession (from Psalm 51) 

Leader:    Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; in  
                your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
People:   Wash me through and through from my wickedness and cleanse  
                me from my sin. 
Leader: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
People: Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your    
                sight. 
Leader: Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; wash me, and I shall be  
                clean indeed. 
People:   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit with  
                in me. 
Leader:  Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit  
                from me. 
People:   Give me the joy of your saving help again and sustain me with          
                your bountiful Spirit. 
Leader: Deliver me from death, O God, and my tongue shall sing of your  
                righteousness, O God of my salvation. 
People:   Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Leader: Now let us silently confess our sins before God.  (Silent prayer of    
                confession.) 

*Assurance of Pardon   
Leader:   Amen.  Hear the good news!  Because of Christ’s death and resurrec         
               tion, our lives can be renewed:  We can renounce sin and begin to    
               live for God. 
People:   In Christ, we are cleansed and restored to the wholeness God     
               intends. 
Leader:   God creates in us a new heart and strengthens us by the power of the    
               Holy Spirit.  The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven our sin.  Praise be to God! 
 

*Response Hymn                     “Gloria Patri”                                        #581 

The Ministry of the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination   

First Scripture Reading                                                    Isaiah 58:1-12 



Sermon                                                                                                                                  “Walking to the Cross” 

The Response to the Word 

Invitation to Observe a Holy Lent 

Loving God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  May these 
ashes remind us that we are mortal and sinners.  May we remember that 
everlasting life is your gracious gift to us through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 

Anthem    “Create in Me a Clean Heart”       J.A. Freylinghausen, 1660-1739 

   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
   Cast me not away from thy presence and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 
   Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy free Spirit. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

(We will be receiving communion by coming forward to one of the two stations 
on each side of the communion table.  Please exit the pew to the center aisle 
and return to your pew from the outside aisles.  An elder will be available to 
bring communion to those who wish to remain seated.  Gluten free bread is 
served on the communion table.) 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

*Hymn of Invitation                 “Sign Us with Ashes”                         #433 

The congregation will sing the refrain, and the choir will sing the verses. 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Leader:  Let us pray:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader:  It is truly right....Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the  

              heavenly choirs and with all the faithful of every time and place, who   

              forever sing to the glory of your name: 

Second Scripture Reading                                      Mathew 6:1-6, 16-21  People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
  God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

               Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

Leader:  You are holy….  Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

People:  Dying you destroyed our death, 
   rising you restored our life. 
   Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

Leader:  Gracious God….  Through Christ, all glory and honor are yours,    

              almighty God, with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and    

              forever. 

People:  Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

Imposition of Ashes 

Communion of the People 

Prayer after Communion (unison) 

God of compassion, through your Son Jesus Christ you reconciled your 
people to yourself.  Following his example of prayer and fasting, may we 
obey you with willing hearts and serve one another in holy love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Sending of God’s People 

*Closing Hymn            “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”                     Insert 

*Commission 

Leader:  God has revealed to us in and through the life, ministry, death, and     

               resurrection of Jesus Christ, that God is ready to forgive our wrongs    

               and pull us back into relationship. 

People:  May we dig a little deeper to embrace this treasure. 

Leader:   God invites us to observe a holy Lent through self-examination,    

               prayer, confession, and meditation on the Word of God. 


